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Mitarashi Matsuri at Shimogamo Shrine (f#lFFikSEL])

Mitarashi matsuri (Foot—bathing festival)
is a festival was held every summer on
July every year at Shimogamo shrine. This
year on July 26, me, Yoko san and
Takeuchi san went to this festival and we
enjoyed the ceremony there. Soak feet
into cool water while carrying a small
candle in one hand and shoes in the other
and walked into beautiful and clear pond
then light a candle and leaving it on a
special tiered
near the pond
and pray to the
God. During this
festival hundreds
of people flock to
the pond and

they believe that if wash their feet in this
pond they will bless by god and also
protecting against plague and misfortune.
And one thing, only during this festival
people are allowed to step into the pond
deity water of the shrine. After wading out,
we are also invited to drink purified water
which is believe to ensure a summer health
and vitality. Then we enjoyed to eat
“mitarashi dango”, sticky rice balls covered
in sweet sauce in the mitarashi dango shop
was open in a stall in the shrine forest. As
with many festival, food and game stall line
in the walkway to the shrine. I'm really
enjoyed this festival.

(Cici)
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