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Honduras goat production(2); International and local goat
production promotion programs and their role with local farmers

Honduran Goat production; A review
of actual production condition

In Honduras, goat production is mostly
localized in the southern region, where
goat production is oriented to a milk and
traction purposes. In southern Honduras
there are several goat farmers (5% of the
total animal production farmers) and
large numbers of inexpensive goats can
be purchased. While the breeds and
disease history are uncertain for these
goats, they tended to be well adapted to
the environment. Milk is often not
considered a saleable product, but it is
socially acceptable to drink goat milk. In
most cases, goat milk was produced
solely for household consumption or as
gifts to neighbors.

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, many
development organizations and
researchers recognized the potentially
important role of goats in agricultural
development. One result of this
increased interest in goats has been
several goat distribution projects (ie:
goat introduction projects). In most
cases, the main purpose of the projects
has been to increase the amount of milk
consumed by children, and hence, to
improve their nutritional status.

In response of that, local and
international organizations have been
establishing programs to promote goat
production as a solution on aspects such
as: 1) to combat child malnutrition
(target children under the age of five);

and 2) to assist the poorest people in the
community. Those projects are closely
tied with other health and nutrition
programs provided by the development
organization.

The organizations are flexible in the
application and selection process of
beneficiaries. Normally, the formal
process required each farmer or family
soliciting a goat to fill out a brief
application form to be submitted to the
community organization. The
organization  staff, which largely
consisted of members or relatives of the
community, evaluated the applications to
determine if the family qualified for the
program. The evaluation procedure

included weighing the children under M

five to determine if their weight for age
was below acceptable standards;
collecting information about the number
of children in the house; and collecting
some basic information
family's resources. No standards are set
regarding household resources.

Mayan Culture, Copan Honduras. Source: National
geographic, 2003.
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